
JEWISH CEMETERYJEWISH CEMETERY
The Jewish cemetery was founded in year 1625 which is proven also by 
the oldest preserved tombstone from year 1649. The grounds are no-
table mainly due to the Baroque stelae from the 18th century and a few 
modern Art Nouveau tombstones. The preserved tombstones represent 
another historical source and often have excellent poetic qualities. Whilst 
the older tombstones are inscribed exclusively in Hebrew, in the 40s of 
the 19th century inscriptions in German appear and at the turn of the 
19th and 20th centuries the Czech language comes to the forefront.

This was an area cemetery and there are located graves of Jewish fellow 
believers from the regions of Frýdlant, Jablonec, Železný Brod, Semily 
and other more distant places. A permanent exhibition is set up in the 
gravedigger’s house.

“The global catastrophe of the humankind, unleashed by the Second 
World War, is almost certainly the biggest in the history of humankind. A 
not less tragic aspect of this catastrophe is the fact that the humankind 
has learnt to live in the world in which killing, torturing and mass expulsi-
on became everyday experience which we do not notice anymore.”

 Eric Hobsbawm

Published by the Town of Turnov – Department of Tourism in year 2008.
Photographs: Pavel Charousek, Jan Staněk
Graphic layout: Rejman Fine Arts s.r.o., Print: Unipress spol. s r.o.

Regionální turistické informační centrum (Tourist Information Centre) 
náměstí Českého ráje 26, 511 01 Turnov 
tel., fax: +420 481 366 255, +420 481 366 256, email: info@turnov.cz

jewish 
sight



 SYNAGOGUE

JEWS AND TURNOVJEWS AND TURNOV  
It has been 290 years in year 2009 since the time when a stone synago-
gue was built below the town, on the left bank of the mill raceway and 
at the very edge of the newly created Jewish residential district. Mo-
ses David, Filip Dubský and Adam Lebl, who initiated the construction, 
could hardly suppose that their place of worship would virtually disap-
pear in the future under the gales of high urban housing development 
and that it would be fi nally turned into a warehouse at the beginning of 
the 50s of the 20th century. 

Older Jews and their descendants vanished in the turbulent history of 
the following three centuries and we too have got slowly accustomed 
to the fact that they became long-gone neighbours.

After all, who realizes today that the Turnov synagogue ranks among 
the oldest preserved structural monuments of the town that have not 
been affected by any signifi cant or even destructive construction altera-
tion? And it is not only the synagogue but the group of the houses too in 
which the Jews lived, carried out their trades but also … died.

 Mgr. Pavel Jakubec

Three, or more probably four large-scale fi res in the town of Turnov 
(1538, 1643 and 1707) and two fi res in the Hrubá Skála mansion ob-
scured, possibly forever, the time of arrival of the fi rst Jews in Turnov. 
However, when in year 1527 the hat maker Moses, the fi rst known Tur-
nov Jew, pays back the debt of 5 threescore of groschen to his son-
in-law Jacob, the Jewish community is fully functional. There are no 
doubts about the existence of the functioning synagogue and burial 
ground, one of the fundamental artefacts of an organized Jewish socie-
ty. At those times when the Habsburgs ascended the Bohemian throne, 
nobody in Turnov ordered the Jewish neighbours where they should 
settle down. Their houses were scattered in the vicinity of the square 
and the Trávnice street. In 1557, the mentions of Turnov Jewish families 
start to disappear from the written records as the Czech Jews were exi-
led by decree of the governor Ferdinand I. The Turnov Jewish population 
diminishes, this trend being reverted only in year 1623. The ambitious 
military leader saw especially the great economic power in Jews and 
was aware of their fl air for business.

At the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries the Jewish settlement moves to 
the mill raceway of the Jizera where a Jewish residential district of appro-
ximately triangular layout comes into existence. According to a preserved 
record in the municipal book, dating to January 2, 1719, the Jewish com-
munity is granted permission to build a stone synagogue there. It served 
its purpose until the Second World War which decimated the local Jewish 
population. 

In the course of the 18th and 19th centuries the Jewish community deve-
loped also thanks to, beside other activities, the trade with raw materials 
for the stone cutting trade. At the beginning of the 19th century several 
calico textile factories were established in the vicinity of the Jewish qu-
arter whose owners were Jews. After year 1938 when the border areas 
were annexed, Jews from Jablonec nad Nisou and Liberec move to Tur-
nov. Whilst in the period between the wars the Jewish inhabitants in Tur-
nov numbered hardly one hundred, in years 1938-1942 their population 
increases to fi ve hundred. The Jewish refugees fi nd accommodation in 
local hotels, restaurants and in the families of relatives and friends. How-
ever, the merciless machinery of war hunted them down even here. The 
most tragic of the many days is January 13, 1943 when the largest group 
is taken away by transport Cm from the assembly point in the mansion in 
Mladá Boleslav to Terezín and afterwards most of them were taken from 
there by transport Cq to Oswietim  (Auschwitz) on January 20. In year 
1945 only 19 people return to Turnov.

 SYNAGOGUE
The synagogue in Turnov, dating back to the 18th century, is the only 
synagogue in the Liberec region which survived the Nazi occupation. Ac-

cording to sustained written sources this is the fourth building of the 
synagogue in Turnov, the fi rst three synagogues were wooden and bur-
ned down during the fi res in the town.

On the ground fl oor, immediately in the hall there is a recess in which 
a washbasin called kijor was located, designated for ritual ablution of 
hands of the people present. The main prayer hall is decorated with res-
tored colourful arabesques from the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries 
when electricity was installed in the building. In the centre of the prayer 
hall the outlines of the long-gone bima, the place where Tora was read 
out, can be seen. Memorial plaques of prominent members of the local 
Jewish community are located in the honorary place next to the taber-
nacle (aron ha-kodesh). The gallery above the entrance hall is decorated 
with a wrought grating. It was designated for women who entered the 
synagogue through a separate external covered staircase.

The owner of the synagogue is the town of Turnov. The premises are used 
for cultural and social purposes.

OPENING HOURS: 

On information see:
www.synagoga-turnov.cz

After all, who realizes today that the Turnov synagogue ranks among 
the oldest preserved structural monuments of the town that have not 
been affected by any signifi cant or even destructive construction altera-
tion? And it is not only the synagogue but the group of the houses too in 
which the Jews lived, carried out their trades but also … died.

Mgr. Pavel Jakubec


